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been dissipated, carted off by other people. If any of its
essential energy has been scattered, it must be recovered.
The original proposer of this theory, aware of the impor-
tance of insuring against such losses, advised that all mis-
understandings should be settled on the spot. When an
estrangement takes a friend out of your normal contacts with
him, he leaves with part of you in his hand. You must gather
up these fragments of yourself, by some hook or crook, so
that you have at least all of the personality that rightfully
belongs to you, before you attempt its larger projection.
In the next place: you may make the mistake of seeking
far and wide for opportunities to build yourself into other
personalities through their rehabilitation. A happy circum-
stance kept me from doing that. Strangely enough, the first
really important service I was permitted to do, prefatory to
experimenting with this mysterious dynamic, was for the
daughter of the man who had shown me the way to it. ...
I risked what small repute I had, and put a mortgage on
whatever I might hope to acquire, by the performance of
an operation that saved her life, and, quite incidentally,
brought me three pages of comment in the next edition of
the Medical Encycbp&dia.